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marines were continually active, pretending if necessary
to be part of the insurgent navy, but towards August
openly attacking Russian and other vessels.

Conditions became impossible,, when references had to
be made to submarines of unknown origin operating
illegally in the Mediterranean. The British Government
was at last touched on a very sore spot, and took the
only definite step with which they can be credited during
this unhappy year. The Nyon Agreement with France
was aimed clearly at the pirate activities of Italy* (One
English newspaper attempted to explain these submarine
attacks made mostly on Russian cargo boats as Russian
mischief-making.) The agreement instituted an effec-
tive system of patrolling by French and English ships.
Italy was allowed to "save face,* as they say in China,
by participating in the patrol, but her career as a pirate
ceased, after she had managed to delay the reorganiza-
tion of the Republican army, and injure the population
by sinking a certain number of food and oil ships.

On the northern coast the British Navy remained in
charge, while the Admiralty did its best to discourage
any merchant ships running the 'blockade* into Bilbao
and other parts. This was the period when 'Potato
Jones," and other inheritors of an older and finer tradi-
tion, continued their work, and carried goods into
Northern Spain, just as twenty years before the Basque
sailors had run the Gennan blockade to take food into
English ports. They had to face the indirect obstruction
of the British Government as well as the possible atten-
tions of General Franco's two old and ineffective men-
of-war.

The decision of the Cabinet to discourage British
ships going to Bilbao was taken at a special Cabinet
meeting on Sunday, April llth. While they could not